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Impact of the Israeli Occupation
Impact of Israeli Occupation on Beit Jala
According to Oslo Interim Agreement, signed in September, 1995, between the
Palestinian National Authority and the Israeli government, Beit Jala lands were classified
into areas A, B, and C; 3175 dunums (34.6%) of which were classified as area A, where
the Palestinian sovereignty is absolute, 2 dunums of which were classified as area B, in
which public order falls under the Palestinian National Authority's responsibility, where
Israeli has full control over security matters. It is worth mentioning that the majority of
the population is concentrated in area A and B, which constitutes 34.6 percent of the total
area of the city. The remaining part of Beit Jala lands, 6000 dunums (65.4 percent of the
total area of the city), were classified as area C, an area that is under full control of the
Israeli government. Since Israeli has control of this area, Palestinians are prevented from
construction or benefiting from this land in any way possible, unless they get permission,
which is extremely difficult, from the Israeli civilian administration in Bethlehem. It is
worth mentioning that the majority of lands in Area C are agricultural lands and open
spaces which constitute the major source of income for the city residents, after they lost
their jobs inside the Green Line following the outbreak of the second Intifada in
September 2000.
Beit Jala city was also exposed to many Israeli confiscations of thousands of dunums of
land for various Israeli purposes; after 1967 was the first confiscation of 3147 dunums
(22 percent of the total area of the city) for the illegal re-drawing of Jerusalem municipal
boundaries. More of the city land was confiscated for the construction of Gilo and Har
Gilo Israeli settlements, in addition to the construction of Israeli bypass roads, in order to
link the Israeli settlements to each other and with neighboring settlements, north and
south of the city. Moreover, the racist Segregation Wall plan came to control more vast
areas of the city land and to include many Israeli settlements to Israel, within a move that
would impose new realities on the Palestinians, for example their inability to access their
own lands are now on the opposite side of the Wall. Following are some of the Israeli
land confiscations of Beit Jala city territories:
The Israeli occupation forces confiscated a total area of 3,147 dunums (22 percent
of the total area of the city) in order to expand Jerusalem municipal boundaries.
The Israeli occupation forces also confiscated vast areas of the city’s land for the
construction of the following settlements:
1. Gilo Settlement: which Israel began to construct in 1971 on lands that were
confiscated after 1967’s war from Beit Jala city residents, Al Walaja village
in Bethlehem governorate, and Sharafat and Beit Safafa cities in Jerusalem,
in order to expand Jerusalem municipal boundaries. Nowadays, Gilo
settlement is considered one of the largest Israeli settlements that have been
built in the West Bank, with a total area of 2,738 dunums inhabited by
approximately 40,000 Israeli settlers.
2. Har Gilo Settlement: which was established by Israel in 1972 is located on
the Palestinian citizens’ lands in Beit Jala city and Al Walaja village which
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are located west of Bethlehem city. In 2003, Har Gilo settlement covered an
area of 271 dunums of land confiscated from its Palestinian owners, and is
inhabited today by more than 460 Israeli settlers. In November 2000, an
Israeli plan to expand the urban area and the total area of the settlement was
prepared; however, the plan was not implemented until 2004, at the time
when the illegal process of expansion was ratified. Later, groups of settlers
living in the settlement, under the protection of the Israeli occupation army,
seized over 143 dunums of Palestinian land and surrounded it by barbed
wire, as a result, the total area of Har Gilo settlement became 414 dunums.
In addition, it should be noted that the Segregation Wall plan around Har
Gilo settlement seized additional areas of about 95 dunums of land located
between the current settlement boundaries and the racist Segregation Wall
path, which is under construction.
Israeli Bypass Roads in Beit Jala
Since the Israeli occupation of Palestinian lands in 1967, Israel has constructed bypass
roads in the Palestinian territories in order to facilitate the movement of Israeli settlers
and to link the Israeli settlements with each other. In Beit Jala city, the Israeli
government constructed road no. 60, which links Gush Etzion settlements, south-west of
Bethlehem city, and Har Homa settlement with Jerusalem settlements, as well as the
tunnel road which is a section of the road no. 60 and which runs through the western part
of Beit Jala city and its agricultural lands. This section consists of a bridge that passes
over the city agricultural territories in addition to two tunnels at the beginning and the
end of this section of the street. Moreover, the Israeli bypass road no. 436 cuts through
Beit Jala lands, and the two Israeli bypass roads; no. 60 and no. 436, extend for 5km on
the city territories.
On December 15, 2005, the Israeli occupation forces issued a military order (an order on
closed areas - areas of Judea and Samaria (no. 34) 5727-1967), which prevents the “nonIsraelis,” from the West Bank from entering or exiting Israel, as now they can only go
through border-crossing points, which Israel is currently constructing in the occupied
Palestinian territories and which many have been launched in the previous months. The
tunnel road is one of the bypass roads that this military order is applied on therefore
Palestinians cannot use that part of the road.
The Segregation Wall in Beit Jala
Beit Jala city, like other Palestinian cities and villages, is exposed to the danger of losing
a large part of its territory for the construction of the racist Segregation Wall. According
to the updated Segregation Wall plan published on the web page of the Israeli Ministry of
Defense in April 30, 2007; the Segregation Wall will extend for 8km into Beit Jala lands;
thus isolating and confiscating 7 dunums of the city’s agricultural land, forests and open
areas. The wall in Beit Jala city extends from the north-east alongside ‘Ayda refugees
camp, continues along the northern side of the city, and then moves around the western
city borders until it reaches bypass road no. 60.
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Israeli Military Orders in Beit Jala city
The Israeli authorities issued a series of military orders to confiscate land for the
construction of the racist Segregation Wall on Beit Jala city territories. Following are the
phases of the issued orders:
On October 16, 2002, the Israeli Military Order No. (02/08/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 95 dunums of Beit Jala city lands for the construction of
the racist Segregation Wall.
On July 3, 2003, the Israeli Military Order No. (03/44/T) was issued to confiscate
a total area of 23.8 dunums of Beit Jala city and Al Walaja village lands for the
construction of the racist Segregation Wall.
On March 25, 2004, the Israeli Military Order No. (04/32/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 175.6 dunums of Beit Jala city and Al Walaja village
lands for the construction of the racist Segregation Wall. This military order was
modified in November 2005.
On May 23, 2004, the Israeli Military Order No. (04/57/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 11.8 dunums of Beit Jala city lands for the construction
of the racist Segregation Wall. This military order is considered a complement to
the military order no. 04/32/T.
On August 8, 2004, the Israeli Military Order No. (36/04 (a)) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 33 dunums of Beit Jala city lands for the construction of
the racist Segregation Wall. This military order was modified in November 2005
by a new military order no. 62/06/T.
On August 8, 2004, the Israeli Military Order No. (36/04 (b) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 33 dunums of Beit Jala city lands for the construction of
the racist Segregation Wall. This military order was modified in November 2005
by a new military order no. 62/06/T.
On March 22, 2005, the Israeli Military Order No. (05/75/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 9.2 dunums of Beit Jala city and Al Walaja village lands
for the construction of the racist Segregation Wall. This military order was
replaced by military order no. 25/06/T.
On April 1, 2005, the Israeli Military Order No. (05/85/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 14.3 dunums of Beit Jala city and Al Walaja village
lands for the construction of the racist Segregation Wall.
On August 22, 2005, the Israeli Military Order No. (05/157/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 21 dunums of Beit Jala city lands for the construction of
the racist Segregation Wall.
On November 2, 2005, the Israeli Military Order No. (05/201/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 94.3 dunums of Beit Jala and Al Khader lands for the
construction of the racist Segregation Wall.
On November 21, 2005, the Israeli Military Order No. (05/210/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 85 dunums of Beit Jala, Al Khader, and Battir village
lands for the construction of the racist Segregation Wall.
On November 1, 2006, the Israeli Military Order No. (06/01/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 9 dunums of Beit Jala lands for the construction of the
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racist Segregation Wall. This military order was replaced by two military orders;
no. 04/32/T and no. 04/57/T.
On February 19, 2006, the Israeli Military Order No. (06/24/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 170 dunums of Beit Jala and Al Khader lands for the
construction of the racist Segregation Wall.
On February 9, 2006, the Israeli Military Order No. (06/25/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 39.8 dunums of Beit Jala and Al Walaja lands for the
construction of Har Gilo crossing.
On March 19, 2006, the Israeli Military Order No. (06/62/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 178 dunums of Beit Jala lands for the construction of the
racist Segregation Wall. This military order was replaced by two military orders;
no. 36/04 (a) and no. 36/04 (b).
On March 2006, the Israeli Military Order No. (06/66/T) was issued to confiscate
a total area of 90 dunums of Beit Jala and Al Walaja lands for the construction of
a military road that extends from the northern part of Cremisan Monastery, along
the eastern side of the wall, which will be constructed on Al Walaja village
territory, in order to link it to Al Quds street, which is connected to Har Gilo
settlement through bypass road no. 436, and to the Gush Etzion settlement bloc in
Jerusalem.
On December 30, 2004, the Israeli Military Order No. (04/99/T) was modified to
confiscate an area of 0.3 dunums of Beit Jala city lands and parcel no. 2, in Bab
ash Shurfa region, for the construction of a military road.
On July 10, 2007, the Israeli Military Order No. (07/75/T) was issued to
confiscate a total area of 23.3 dunums of Beit Jala city lands.
Impact of the Israeli Occupation on Khallet Hamameh
According to the Oslo Interim Agreement, 161 dunums (65.7 percent of the total area of
Khallet Hamameh) were classified as area A. As for the remaining part of Khallet
Hamameh lands, 84 dunums (34.3 percent of the total area of Khallet Hamameh), were
classified as area C (Table 10).
Table 10: Land classification in Khallet Hamameh according to Oslo II Agreement

in 1995
Land Classification

Area (dunum)

% of the Total Area

Area A
Area B
Area C
Total Area

161
0
84
245

65.7
0
34.3
100

Source: GIS database- ARIJ 2010

Confiscation of Khallet Hamameh land for re-drawing Jerusalem municipal
boundaries
Following its occupation of Jerusalem in 1967, Israel was illegally able to re-draw the
boundaries of Jerusalem Municipality, at the expense of lands belonging to the
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neighboring Palestinian villages. Khallet Hamameh village was among other Palestinian
localities, which lost part of its territory for the purpose of colonization. According to the
analysis conducted by the Applied Research Institute - Jerusalem (ARIJ); Khallet
Hamameh has lost 90 dunums of land (36.7 percent of the total area) to be included
within Jerusalem municipal boundaries.
The occupation forces had also uprooted about 400 olive trees, 145 grape vines and 200
stone-fruit trees from Khallet Hamameh territory.
Impact of the Israeli Occupation on Bir Onah
According to the Oslo Interim Agreement, 63 dunums (19.3 percent of the total area of
Bir Onah) were classified as area A. As for the remaining part of Bir Onah lands, 263
dunums (80.7 percent of the total area of Bir Onah), were classified as area C (Table 11).
Table 11: Land classification in Bir Onah according to Oslo II Agreement in 1995
Land Classification
Area (dunum)
% of the Total Area

Area A
Area B
Area C
Nature Reserves
Total Area

63
0
263
0
326

19.3
0
80.7
0
100

Source: GIS database - ARIJ 2010

Bir Onah village was also exposed to many Israeli confiscations of its lands for various
Israeli purposes and benefits; after 1967, 241 dunums (74 percent of the total area of the
village) were confiscated for the illegal re-drawing of Jerusalem Israeli municipal
boundaries.
The Segregation Wall in Bir Onah
After its occupation of Jerusalem in 1967, Israel was able to re-draw the boundaries of
Jerusalem Municipality, for the second time, through the construction of the racist
Segregation Wall, which is being built around Jerusalem. The path of the racist
Segregation Wall around Jerusalem shows the Israeli intentions and plans to control vast
areas of Palestinian unpopulated lands and to include Israeli settlements within its new
boundaries through the project scheme of 'Greater Jerusalem.' Through this plan Israel is
seeking to connect Jerusalem with the Israeli settlements in and around Jerusalem, and at
the same time, separating the Palestinian localities located east of Jerusalem from rest of
the West Bank cities, in order to completely isolate them.
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According to the updated Segregation Wall plan published on the web page of the Israeli
Ministry of Defense in April, 2007; the Segregation Wall will extend for 0.9km on Bir
Onah lands; thus isolating and confiscating 81 dunums of the village territory (24.8
percent of the total area of the village) west of the wall within the separation area. Table
12 shows the lands isolated behind the wall in Bir Onah village:
Table 12: The impact of the Israeli Segregation Wall on Bir Onah
Land Use/Land Cover areas
Total Area
Item
(in Dunums)
54.4
Arable Land
16.4
Artificial Surfaces
10.2
Forests & Open Spaces
Total
81
Source: ARIJ database- GIS, 2008

Also the Israeli bypass road no. 60 will cut part into Bir Onah territory and will extend on
its territory for nearly 0.5km.
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